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SUBJ: COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH CUBA: EIRST STEPS 

1. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH REPORTERS OVER WEEKEND, DIR OF FOREIGN 
TRADE INSTITUTE ALBERTO GALEANO IDENTIEIED VARIOUS PRODUCTS 
SUPPOSEDLY EXPORTABLE TO CUBA. HE SAID GOC DOES NOT HAVE LIST 

OF CUBAN PRODUCTS COLOMBIA MIGHT IMPORT, ADDING THAT A COMMERCIAL 
DEL WILL GO TO CUBA SOON TO STUDY THE TRADE POSSIBILITIES. 

CUBAN DEL ARRIVING BOGOTA MARCH 1 1, HE SAID. (PRESUMABLY THIS 
IS DEL LED BY CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ TO ECLA EXPERTS MEETING 
BUT WHO WILL ALSO UNDOUBTEDLY BE ABLE TO DISCUSS SOME BILATERAL 
MATTERS.) 

2. GALEANO SAID THAT THERE HAVE ALREADY BEEN CONTACTS TO BEGIN 
RICE EXPORTS TO CUBA. HE ALSO LISTED AUTO PARTS, METALWORKING 
INDUSTRY PRODUCTS, AND NUMEROUS AGRICULTURAL ITEMS: MEAT, 

DAIRY AND EGGS, FISH, CEREALS, WHEAT, BARLEY, CORN, FLOUR, 

FRUITS, VEGETABLES, BEANS AND ANIMAL EEED. AGRICULTURAL LIST 
SEEMS QUITE UNREALISTIC, NO MORE THAN A SHOPPING LIST, INCLUDING 
ITEMS PRESUMABLY AVAILABLE IN CUBA (FISH, FRUITS) OR NOT PRODUCED 
FOR EXPORT BY COLOMBIA (WHEAT, FLOUR). RICE SALE IS PROBABLY 
MORE REALISTIC. POSSIBLE EXPORT OF RICE TO CUBA WAS MENTIONED 
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PRESENTLY BURDENED WITH A RICE SURPLUS IT HAS BEEN UNABLE TO 
SELL, AND CLEARLY WOULD BE ONLY TOO HAPPY TO RESUME EXPORTS 
TO CUBA WITH ITS FIRST RICE SALE. UNCONFIRMED REPORT FROM BAR- 
RANQUILLA SAYS 30,000 TONS OF CEMENT VALUED AT US $1 MILLION 
WILL BE EXPORTED TO CUBA ON RUSSIAN BOTTOM THIS MONTH, WITH SECOND 
SHIPMENT OF SAME AMOUNT IN APRIL. 

3. FLOTA MERCANTE GRANCOLOMBIANA HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT WILL 
RENEW TRAFFIC BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES "SOON". COLOMBIAN SAM 
AIRLINE REPORTEDLY WILL BEGIN TRIAL FLIGHTS TO CUBA THIS WEEK 

IN CONNECTION WITH ITS APPLICATION FOR THE BOGOTA-HAVANA ROUTE 
(BOGOTA 1956). 

4. PUTTING BEST FACE ON ADVANTAGES TO COLOMBIA, GALEANO SAW 
POSSIBILITIES OF TECHNOLOGICAL INTERCHANGE WITH CUBA (IN UN- 
SPECIFIED AREAS). CUBA WILL OCCUPY A "STRATEGIC POINT" IN 
COLOMBIA'S NEW COMMERCIAL POLICY TOWARD THE CARIBBEAN (MERELY 
TO CONCENTRATE MORE ON CARIBBEAN MARKET), HE SAID. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE RENEWAL OF RELATIONS WITH CUBA BASICALLY A 
POLITICAL DECISION, AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS ARE DIFFICULT TO DIS- 
COVER, WE WOULD NOT WANT TO OVERSTRESS THE POINT. DECISION WAS 
NEVER ADVERTISED AS HAVING AN ECONOMIC BASIS AND THERE ARE NO 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS IN THIS REGARD. ANY ECONOMIC BENEFITS THAT 
DO ACCRUE WILL BE MORE LIKE ICING ON THE CAKE. NOT ONLY ARE THE 
TWO ECONOMIES COMPETITIVE IN MANY WAYS BUT COLOMBIA WILL HAVE 
TO COMPETE WITH GROWING NUMBER OF OTHER LATAM COUNTRIES ALSO 
RENEWING THEIR ACCESS TO CUBA'S LIMITED MARKET. DISTURBING 
ELEMENT ON ECONOMIC FRONT IS POTENTIAL LEGISLATIVE COMPLICATION 
IF COLOMBIA SHIPPING LINE STARTS SAILING TO CUBA. 
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